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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LISBON 04455 070720Z 
ACTION CU-04 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 /017 W 

070721Z 093654/17 

R06I630Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1677 
INFO USIA WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 

UNCLAS LISBON 4455 

STATE FOR CU/ARTS; USIA FOR lEU/MCLAUGHLIN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SCUL 

SUBJECT: BELLA LEWITSKY DANCE COMPANY 
REF: STATE 009670 

1 . BELLA LEWITSKY DANCE COMPANY WAS ARTISTIC AND COMMERCIAL 
SUCCESS IN FOUR PERFORMANCES AT GULBENKIAN FOUNDATION MAY 31- 
JUNE 3 ATTRACTING OVER 6,000 PERSONS 80 PER YOUNG ADULTS) 

INCLUDING MANY CULTURAL, POLITICAL AND EDUCATIONAL LEADERS. 

COMPANY EXCHANGED IDEAS AND SOCIALIZED WITH DANCERS FROM 
GULBENKIAN SCHOOL DURING FOUR-DAY STINT. LEWITSKY SHARED HER 
ARTISTIC EXPERIENCE WITH CULTURAL SECRETARIAT REPRESENTATIVES 
INTERESTED IN FORMING A PORTUGUESE NATIONAL DANCE COMPANY AT 
LUNCHEON OFFERED BY CAO. 

2. MEDIA COVERAGE HAS BEEN EXCEPTIONALLY GOOD, RESULTING 
IN SEVEN ARTICLES TO DATE INCLUDING A HALF-PAGE 
INTERVIEW WITH BELLA LEWITSKY IN "DIARIO DE NOTICIAS" 

(DN) (5/31). DN CRITIC MANUELA DE AZEVEDO (6/2) WROTE: 

"THERE IS A GREAT FRESHNSS IN THE CHOREOGRAPHY 
ENLIVENED BY A SOUL FOREEVER YOUTHFUL - THAT OF BELLA 
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LEWITSKY WHO DANCES WITH ENVIABLE VITALITY DESPITE HER 
65 YEARS." AZEVEDO, HOWEVER, DID NOT LIKE THE ELECTRONIC 
MUSIC ACCOMPANYING THE PROGRAM IN WHICH SHE FOUND "NO REST 
FOR THE NERVES." WEEKLY "TEMPO" (/2) SAID THAT "THE 
CHOREOGRAPHY WAS INNOVATIVE AND INDIVIDUALISTIC...REFLECTING 
THE BASIC PHILOSOPHY OF BELLA LEWITSKY THAT ART IS A 
CONSTANT EVOLUTIONARY PROCESS." 
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3. LEWITSKY COMPANY MADE SUCH AN EXCELLENT IMPRESSION THAT 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF TOURISM ASKED THEM TO APPEAR IN FILM 
TRAVELOGUE ON PORTUGAL TO BE SHOWN IN US. 

4. LEWITSKY, SET DESIGNER/ARCHITECT REYNOLDS AND MANAGER 
DARLENE NEEL ARE PERSONABLE AND ARTICULATE ARTISTIC 
AMBASSADORS WHO COMMUNICATE WELL WITH FOREIGN AUDIENCES. 
WOULD RECOMMEND LEWITSKY TO OTHER POSTS. 

CARLUCCI 


UNCLASSIEIED 


NNN 
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